Chicago, 29. July 2022 

                                     
Peter Sempel’s JONAS IN THE FIELDS(Germany/Lithuania/US/Documentary) 


Friday, 9pm
Jonas Mekas was a true talent: a writer, a poet, and pioneer of avant-garde cinema. What better way to capture the life of a man who was always running his camera, than to follow him with another camera? 
JONAS IN THE FIELDS marks the fourth in a series of films on Mekas that started in 1994 with Sempel’s film JONAS IN THE DESERT. In this installment, the two men travel around the globe attending events like book and film presentations and charity auctions. A number of guest stars appear to provide valuable insights into the man and his work as well as share anecdotes about Mekas that they’ve accumulated over the years. The last third of the film is dedicated to footage from memorial events after Mekas’ passing in 2019. Here we see his influence in full flower, the guests all emboldened to live lives full of food, drink, and brief glimpses of beauty. 
The film naturally deviates from the standard documentary; we drift between scenes utilizing a cinematic logic rather than a chronological or narrative one. Mekas work consists mainly of diary films and intimate poetry, so to provide us with the perspective of another person is undoubtedly valuable. This cinematic giant created works that traversed the then and the now, and likewise Mekas himself will continue to do the same. (2021, 106 min, DCP Digital) [Drew Van Weelden]
